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Bevis receives Librarian of the Year, 
Excellence in Mentoring awards 
Mary Bevis, Professor and Serials and Acquisitions 
Librarian, received multiple honors at this year’s Ala-
bama Library Association annual convention held in 
Florence. A Library employee since 1975, Ms. Bevis 
began her career as a Technical Services Assistant. 
She holds a B.S. in Business Administration and 
Economics, received her M.S. in Instructional Media 
from JSU in 1982, and was later hired as the Serials 
Librarian. She went on to receive an Ed.S. from the 
University of Alabama in 1989 and took on additional 
duties when the serials and acquisitions departments 
were combined.  
Beta Phi Mu, the international library science honor 
society, selected Ms. Bevis to receive its prestigious 
Librarian of the Year award. The award is given in rec-
ognition of a librarian who is an outstanding leader in 
the profession and who has made significant contribu-
tions to the field of librarianship in Alabama. Ms. Bevis, 
who was nominated for the award by her colleagues at 
JSU, is known for her dedication to the field and her consistently demonstrated professional-
ism. Ms. Bevis has served in leadership positions in various professional organizations and 
continues to be an active member of the College, University, and Special Libraries Division of 
ALLA, the Technical Services and Systems Round Table, the Network of Alabama Academic 
Libraries, and the Alabama Association of College and Research Libraries. In addition to 
her impressive service contributions, Ms. Bevis has also made significant contributions to 
scholarly research in the field of librarianship, 
as her articles in various scholarly journals, 
including the prestigious Journal of Academic 
Librarianship, attest. Ms. Bevis’s colleagues at 
JSU and within the profession describe her as 
patient, encouraging, helpful, kind, and extremely 
knowledgeable. Her willingness to encourage 
and share her knowledge with others led to her 
also being awarded the New Members Round 
Table Excellence in Mentoring award. This award 
is given to a librarian who has proved to be an 
exceptional mentor to junior librarians and those 
considering librarianship as a career. Ms. Bevis’s 
wisdom, approachability, and professional de-
meanor guarantee not only that she is esteemed 
and respected by all her colleagues, but that 
established as well as new librarians frequently 
seek out her advice and guidance.
Ms. Bevis was presented with the Librarian 
of the Year award in front of a large audience at 
the ALLA convention President’s Reception. She 
received the Excellence in Mentoring award at 
the ALLA convention New Members Round Table 
program on the importance of mentoring. 
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State: _________________________________ Zip: ____________________________
Home Phone: ___________________________________________________________
Work Phone: ___________________________________________________________
You are cordially invited to become a Friend of Houston Cole Library. The purpose 
of the organization is to promote an appreciation of the Library as the center of aca-
demic life at Jacksonville State University and to provide enrichment for its resources.
The privileges of membership are: 1) An opportunity to participate in the enhance-
ment of the library, 2) A card entitling you to check out books, and 3) An opportunity 
to enjoy the programs and activities of the Friends.
Please make checks payable to Friends of Houston Cole Library and mail complet-
ed form and check to: Friends of the Houston Cole Library, University Librarian, 
Houston Cole Library, 700 Pelham Road North, Jacksonville, AL 36265.
Join the






I would be willing to help with the committees checked:
_____ Membership
_____ Solicitation and Gifts
_____ Programs
_____ Publications and Publicity
_____ Budget
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Congratulations!
Sonja McAbee, Head of 
Technical Services (above) 
& John-Bauer Graham, 
Head of Public Services 
(right). 
Congratulations to Sonja McAbee and John-Bauer Graham, the 
Library’s new department heads. The Library recently split into two 
departments, Public Services and Technical Services. Ms. McAbee, 
former Head of Library Services and longtime Library employee, 
is the new Head of Technical Services. Ms. McAbee is well-known 
throughout the state and is extremely active 
in professional organizations. Mr. Graham, 
former Instructional Services Coordinator, 
has been promoted to the position of Head 
of Public Services. Mr. Graham has received 
awards for his numerous publications and 
serves on the editorial board of the prestigious 
Journal of Academic Librarianship
Kudos to Paula Barnett-Ellis, Health Sci-
ences Librarian, and Hanrong Wang, Law/
Technology Librarian. Ms. Barnett-Ellis and 
Ms. Wang were recently awarded tenure and 
promoted to the rank of associate professor.
Several librarians were recognized at the 2006 Faculty 
Awards Reception in May. Receiving Faculty Research 
Awards were Laurie Charnigo, Assistant Professor and 
Education Librarian; John-Bauer Graham, Assistant 
Professor and Head of Public Services; Sonja McAbee, 
Professor and Head of Technical Services; Jodi Poe, 
Assistant Professor and Distance Education Librarian/
Electronic Resources Manager; Bethany Skaggs, Assis-
tant Professor and Electronic Resources/Documents 
Librarian; Kimberly Stevens, Associate Professor and 
Senior Catalog Librarian; and Hanrong Wang, Associ-
ate Professor and Law/Technology Librarian. 
Ms. Wang and Paula Barnett-Ellis were congratu-
lated for being awarded tenure, effective Fall semester 
2006, and for their promotions to Associate Professor, 
effective October 2006.
Receiving a pin for 15 years of service was Jodi Poe. Special recognition was also given to George Whitesel, 
who will be retiring in August.
Library Well-Represented at 2006 Faculty Awards Reception
Jodi Poe (center) with Karen Myers and Gena Christopher at the 
faculty awards ceremony.
Debrah Fragoso, Acquisitions 




Debrah Fragoso was recently hired 
as a Technical Services Assistant in 
the Acquisitions Department. She 
was previously a preschool teacher at 
The Children’s House and resides in 
Jacksonville with her husband and 
two children. Her children attend 
Kitty Stone Elementary. 
New in the Circulation Department 
is Jan Rogers, filling the Public Servic-
es Assistant vacancy left by the depar-
ture of Gerry Harris, who moved to 
Michigan to be near family. Ms. Rog-
ers has two teenage girls, Kate and 
Abby, and is planning her September 
wedding. 
Returning to the library as Public 
Services Assistant in the Circulation 
Department is Stephanie Johnston. 
Ms. Johnston holds the B.S. (Crimi-
nal Justice) and M.A. (English) from 
Jacksonville State University. Her in-
terests include reading, traveling, cross 
stitch, and exercise.
A number of HCL faculty members are active 
in service to the Alabama Library Association 
(ALLA). Those recently elected or continuing in 
office are:
Jodi Poe is continuing as the ALLA Web 
Administrator and College, University and 
Special Libraries Division (CUS) Member-at-
Large for Projects. She is also President of the 
Scholarship and Loan Board.
Mary Bevis has been named Chair of the 
ALLA Publications Committee.
Bill Hubbard is continuing as Chair of the 
CUS Publications Committee.
Sonja McAbee will continue as the Handbook 
Committee Chair.
Bethany Skaggs is continuing as AACRL 
Treasurer (a 2 year term) and Moderator for 
the Government Documents Round Table 
(GODORT.) 
Paula Barnett-Ellis is continuing as a mem-
ber of the CUS Publications Committee, 
Member-at-Large for Programs, and Program 
Committee Chair. In addition, she was elect-
ed as Secretary of the New Members Round 
Table. She will also serve on the ALLA Publi-
cations Committee.
Kim Stevens was elected as CUS Secretary.









As usual, the librarians of the Houston Cole Library were busy this quarter publishing and presenting papers 
as part of their scholarly duties as tenure-track faculty members here at JSU. 
Ms. Hanrong Wang co-authored “Cultural Adjustments for International Students in the Houston Cole Li-
brary: A Case Study” which was published in The International Journal of Knowledge, Culture & Change. Her 
research paper, co-authored with Ms. Jodi Poe, entitled “Integrating Resources and Services into Distance Edu-
cation Courses” was presented at the 2006 US-China Forum on Distance Learning held in Troy, Alabama.
Mr. John-Bauer Graham, Ms. Bethany Skaggs, and Ms. Kim Stevens published “Digitizing a Gap: A Case 
Study in the History of a Statewide Repository Project and an Increase in Liaison Activity for one Medium-
Sized Academic Library” in Reference Services Review, v.33 no. 3 (2005): 337-345. Ms. Skaggs also published 
“Assessing an Integrated Government Documents Collection” in Collection Building, v.25 no.1 ( January 2006): 
14-18 and a column, “NextGen: Happily (Mostly) Ever After” in Library Journal, v.131 no.1 ( January 2006): 
66. In addition, Ms. Skaggs and Ms. Stevens presented at the Alabama Library Association annual convention 
in Florence. Ms. Skaggs and Ms. Stevens presentation, entitled “Mentoring Relationships in an Academic Li-
brary” was given at the New Members Round Table program on the importance of mentoring, planned by Ms. 
Laurie Charnigo. Ms. Skaggs and Ms. Stevens were also members of a panel on tenure and promotion issues in 
the southeast which presented at the Tennessee Library Association (TLA)/Southeastern Library Association 
(SELA) joint conference in Memphis, Tennessee. Also at the TLA/SELA conference, Mr. Graham and Ms. Poe 
presented the New Voices Program “Interactive CD-ROMs for Library Instruction” and also presented “So you 
want to be an Academic Librarian” for the University of Alabama School of Library and Information Studies, 
Student Chapter of the American Library Association meeting. In addition, Ms. Poe regularly publishes the 
“Tech Notes” column in The Alabama Librarian.
As Chair of the Network of Alabama Academic Libraries Resource Sharing Committee, Ms. McAbee was a 
panelist in the “Rethinking Resource Sharing in Alabama” program presented at the College, University, & Spe-
cial Libraries Division of the Alabama Library Association annual convention. Ms. McAbee reported on a state-
wide initiative to expand resource sharing among the Network of Alabama Academic Libraries.  Recent protocol 
standards enable the various libraries to communicate bibliographic and patron information across platforms. 
